Understanding Language Structures

Tasksheet

Task 1: Identifying language form.
Identify the underlying structure in each set of sentences. Write an additional example sentence.  

e.g. 

Belle used to teach in a secondary school. 

John used to work in a business firm.

(Your sentence may be: I used to live on Hong Kong Island.)
Anna hasn’t finished her homework.

Simon hasn’t washed the clothes.

Your sentence:
I’m playing tennis with Paul this evening.

Mr Lai is leaving Hong Kong tonight.

Your sentence: 
Task 2: Identifying meaning
Circle the statements that contain part of the essential meaning of the sentence ‘I managed to do it’. 

· I didn’t try.

· I didn’t like it.

· I tried.

· It was fun.

· I was told to do it.

· It was difficult.

· It was a responsibility.

· I didn’t succeed.

· I succeeded.

· I’m going to succeed.

Task 3: Clarifying meaning

For each sentence below, write one or two additional sentences that will help to clarify the meaning of the underlined grammar form. 



e.g., 

Belle used to teach in a secondary school.

(But now she is teaching in a primary school.)
1. 

Peter has eaten the apple. 

2. 
I’m playing tennis with Paul this evening. 

Task 4: Identifying function
Match the functions below with the examples on the right. There may be none, one, or more than one example under each heading. 

	Giving instructions
	· Put it in the bag.

	
	· Thanks, but I can’t.

	Refusing
	· I don’t think you’re right.

	
	· Surely not.

	Apologizing
	· Well, to my mind, the UN has the best chance.

	
	· I’m awfully sorry.

	Disagreeing
	· We regret any inconvenience caused.

	
	· I do apologize.

· No. I won’t

· Write the answer in your book. 


